

27 of the people who are reading this 
video the weather forecast- 

4 of you walk sideways- 

ID people have x-ray vision- 

11 played for Arsenal on Saturday. 

7fl of you bite the duvet- 

But you look like ordinary people- 
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Paul Stump discovers Gothic terrors lurking in the Munich suburbs 
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Tony Herrington talks to David Toop about his solo album for The Wire’s 

20 Andrew Poppy 

Nick Kimberley sings the praises of an operatic minimalist 

22 Eddie Palmieri 

Howard Mandel lights up a Havana with the Sun of Latin Music 

26 Space Rock Stateside 

Simon Reynolds trances out to US avant rock with Tortoise, Labradford, 

32 Stockhausen meets the Technocrats 

The German composer swaps opinions with Aphex Twin, Scanner and 

36 Marc Almond 

Biba Kopf trades licks with the high priest of sleaze 

42 Jaz Coleman 

Eddi Fiegel discovers the secret life of the Killing Joke frontman — as the 
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Praise from Spain, plus should CD reviews be abolished? 
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Live events, Transgressions, happenings, music on TV and radio in November 

1C Global Ear: Berlin 

Towering Inferno storm the once-walled city with a multimedia extravaganza 

12 Bites 

Wayne Shorter, DJ Crystl, Jorge Reyes, Biota, Musa K 

40 Charts 

More unfathomable lists from the outer reaches of planet sound 

44 Invisible Jukebox: Mark Isham 

Mike Barnes plays Miles, Van, Fripp & Eno and more to the stellar film composer 

66 Subscribe 

And blag a FREE copy of Ornette Coleman's Tone Dialing 

74 David Toop 

Who would you rather have play at your wedding: Kenny G i 


70 Print Run 

New music books: an ocean of sound, plus Julian Cope's Kra 

73 Multimedia 

Interactive CDs from Emergency Broadcast Network and Transcendental 








































































































Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1V 3DF, 
or fax: 0171287 4767, or e-mail: thejMre@ikorilme.co.uk 
Every letter published wins a FREE CD 
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Live dates, multimedia events, happenings... 

Compiled by Rob Young 












Live In Brief 


















110 BELOW VOLUME 3 


:: NO SLEEVE NOTES REQUIRED 

“STONED BEATS FROM AROUND THE WORLD" 














Farringdqns 

RECORDS 

The Dufay Collective 
Miri it is 

CHANDOS 

* DU FAY COLLECTI VE 


IIIiRi ir is 



The new album 

CD 1299 


Mail Order Service: 0171 626 2805 

Farringdons Records: 

64-72 Leadenhall Market London EC3V1LT Telephone 0171 623 9605 
Royal Festival Hall South Bank Centre London SE1 8XX Telephone 0171 


620 0198 





Wayne Shorter 







































Classic Jazz-Funk 6 

Definitive Jap-Jazz Mastercuts™ 

DAVE GRUSIN • AB’S • NOBUO YAGI • SADAO WATANABE 
RYO KAWASAKI • TERUMASA HINO • PACIFIC JAM • CASIOPEA 
THE KAZU MATSU I PROJECT • SHIGEHARU MUKAI 
TOSHIYUKI HONDA • KATSUTOSHI MORIZONO 



MASTERCUTS 


Liberated 13th November 

12 of the most priceless Jap-Jazz Master Cuts 







Peter Frohmader’s Gothic sound collages represent some of the scariest music to emerge 
from post-industrial Germany Paul Stump steps into his parlour 
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THE 

CONTEMPORARY MASTERS 

ON VERVE 




See Wayne Shorter at Royal 
Festival Hall on 19 Novembe 
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Latin music might actually resemble its popular image as exotic party music were it nor for the 
Eddie Palmier i In New York, Howard Mandel hears the Bronx bandleader explain how salsa 
impact art music, and why he made a live album in America's most notorious jail 


fortunate 





radical innovations of musicians like 

evolved from prehistoric Africa into today's high- 
























The spent forces of Grunge and lo-fi are giving way to a new impulse in American post-rock. 
Groups such as Tortoise, Labradford, Stars Of The Lid, Ui and Sabalon Glitz are rewiring rock 
according to the legacies of European space rock, avant jazz and Ambient sound design. 
Report by Simon Reynolds 
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luture 



































Warp, Ronco, Ministry Of Sound, Decca, R & S, K.Tel, Nation, Pickwick, Mo wax, ORC Records, Risin High 



Contact: PO Box 36IG, London NW6 SDO. Tot 0171 229 0412 Fax 0171 229 4703 Distiibuted by Vital. WORD 000 


WATCH OUT FOR THIS MUSIC 



















Earlier this year, Radio 3 sent a package of tapes to Karlheinz Stockhausen. The tapes 
contained music by Aphex Twin, Plastikman, Scanner and Daniel Pemberton. Then in August, 
the station’s reporter Dick Witts travelled to Salzburg to meet Stockhausen and ask him for his 
opinion on the music of these four 'Technocrats’. But first, they talked about the German 
composer’s own youthful experiments in electronic synthesis... 
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ling all the traditional techniques 
idtliche Hofschule fur Musik. We 
ir, orchestra, conducting, piano 


of polyphony in many-layered composition is 


started composing [at the age of] 20,1948, the first time I cc 


in the electronic music studio in Cologne. This is another line 
from serial technique to formula technique is again anothe 


ike the Violin Sonatina. 



I composed Kreuzspiel, or Crossplay [1951 ], and I 




U I wish these musicians would 
go faster in developing their 
ideas, because I don’t appreciate 
this permanent repetitive 
language. It is like someone who is 
stuttering all the time, and can’t 
get words out of his mouth J J 
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From 80s sex dwarf to 90s glam savage, Marc Almond's various guises have subverted 
conventional notions of pop stardom and identity; Meanwhile, on-going collaborations with the 
likes of Coil and Psychic TV have maintained his connections with music's esoteric fringes. 
Interview by Biba Kopf 


























IMPROVISED MUSIC 
TOURING SCHEME 1996/97 


■ Once again the Arts Council is offering a 
limited amount of money for the support of 
tours by improvised music groups. This support 
will be available to groups playing mainly 
improvised music, i.e. music mostly without any 
pre-determined harmonic or rhythmic structure. 

■ With the help of the 1995/96 Scheme, ten 
improvising groups were helped with tours with 
sums which ranged from £1,500 to £3,200. 

■ Further information and application forms are 
available from Rajan Hooper - Music Officer, 
Arts Council of England, 14 Great Peter Street, 
London SW1P 3NQ. A stamped, self-addressed 

■ Completed application forms should be 
returned by 23 February 1996 

The Arts Council has an equal opportunities 
policy and warmly welcomes applications from 


FORCED EXPOSURE 





























Best known as a member of Killing Joke, Jaz Coleman s new music mines a rich 
seam of neo-romantic classicism, Pacific Rim influences and Anglo-Egyptian 
fusions. Plus he’s just recorded an album featuring orchestral versions of songs by 
Pink Floyd — which he despises, Interview by Eddi Hegel 
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Every month we play a musician a series of records 
which they’re asked to identify and comment on — 
with no prior knowledge of what they’re about to 
hear. This month it's the turn of. .. 
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cffeck 


■ November’s choicest CDs and albums - 


■ reviewed, revered, reviled 


November winners: 

Node, Holly Cole,T Power, 

JohnTchicai&The 

Archetypes 

Insoundcheck: 

Autechre, David Bowie, 
D’Cruze, Deep Listening 
Band, James Dillon, Bill 
Frisell, Rickie Lee Jones, Bill 
Laswell, Michael Mantler 
JoeMcPhee, Ben Neill, 
Nightmares On Wax, NON, 
Joshua Redman, Sonic 
Youth, Suns Of Arqa, John 
Surman, The Velvet 
Underground and more... 

In brief: 

Music at the outer limits of 
Electronica, rock and noise 
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CalArts school otMusic 

Innovative Programs for the 21st Century 


Composition/New Media leaders in multi-media composition, 
interactive systems, computer music. 

Pertormer/Composer for the musician whose creative work 
integrates performing and composing. 

Multi-Focus Performance emphasizing flexibility, mastery, 
and new techniques. 

Jazz and African American Music performance, composi¬ 
tion and improvisation. 

Interdisciplinary Art Makingcollaborative strategies involv- 
ing various disciplines in performances and installations. 

CEAIT Center for Experiments in Arts, Information and Technology 

World Music West African and Indonesian music 



materiali 

sonori 

marco polo 

Nicola Alesini and Pier Luigi Andreoni 
with David Sylvian, 

Roger Eno, Damiano Puliti, 

Harold Budd, David Tom 

and Arturo Stalteri, Fabio Capanni. 

arthbeat. ca 

ring Into top wc irld . mcd 
Bebo Baldan and Javid Torn 
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Autechre. tri repetae. 

the new album released november 6th. 


v 27 kidderminster 
neWCaS %c^« * 

. 16b S3*3SG,in 










soundcheck 



















soundcheck 











RENEWING THE TRADITION — THE COUNTERCURRENTS JAZZ SERIES FROM NEW WORLD 


MUHAL RICHARD ABRAMS 
ONE LINE, TWO VIEWS 


INK 


w/ Marly Ehrlich. Patience Higgins. Eddie Allen. 

Mark Feldman. Tony Cedras, Anne Lebaron. Lindsey 
Horner, Reggie Nicholson. Bryan Carrott 

_ NW8046?| 




DISTRIBUTED IN THE UK BY HARMONIA MUNDI TELEPHONE 0 1 7 1 25 3 0 88 3 FAX 0 1 7 1 253 3 237 
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with folk leanings, employing electronic 





new notes at a glance 

information from SPNM 

































Prime time piece 


Receive one year’s worth of Wires plus a harmolodic primer for just £25 



Ornette Coleman — Tone Dialing 

Ornette Coleman’s first album for seven years is a superb return to form. With a seven-piece Prime 
Time outfit that includes his sonDenardo Coleman (drums), BadalRoy (tablas), Chris Rosenberg 
(guitar) and A1 MacDowell (bass), the free jazz pioneer dials up 16 new tracks which pulse with 
invention, expressiveness and instinct. From the devious deconstruction of "Bach Prelude' ‘ to the 
kaleidoscopic funk of 1 ‘Tone Dialing’ 1 , this is destined to be a classic Coleman album. Also includes 
a 90s take on old favourite ‘ ‘Kathelin Gray". This offer is bound to be popular: complete the form 
now to avoid disappointment! The Wire. P 
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• A New music 

p"“U 


In this month’s 
books section: 

David Toop’s nomadic 
drift through the sonic 
aether; Julian Cope's 
potted/potty history of 
the Great Kosmische 
Musik 
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So Many Stars 

KATHLEEN BATTLE 

GROVER WASHINGTON JR. CYRUS CHESTNUT . CHRISTIAN MCBRIDE . JAMES CARTER. 
CYRO BAPTISTA. STEVEN BERRIOS . IRA COLEMAN . MARLON GRAVES . ANTONIO HART 
TOM HARRELL. JON HERRINGTON . ROMERO LUBAMBO 


KATHLEEN BATTLE TEAMS 
WITH SOME OF THE MOST 
OUTSTANDING TALENTS IN 
MODERN JAZZ IN A 
COLLECTION OF NEWLY? 
RECORDED LOVE SONGS, 
LULLABIES AND SPIRITUAL^ 

• ft 


Available from 
THE MUSIC STORE 
for only £13.99 
(cassette £8.99) 
























